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OBJECTS.  1. — To  co-operate  with,  and  to  assist  the  Educational, 

Health,  and  Sanitary  Authorities  of  the  City  in  matters  relating  to 
Public  Health. 

2.  — To  co-operate  Avith  the  existing  Societies  in  the  City,  to 
promote  the  education  of  people  in  matters  relating  to  Health 
and  General  Welfare  by  providing  for  the  dissemination  and  publi- 
cation of  useful  literature,  or  by  lectures,  talks,  and  consultations 
for  those  who  are  engaged  in  social  work. 

3.  — To  awaken  the  interest  of  the  citizens  generally  in  questions 
affecting  the  health  of  the  community,  by  draiving  attention  to  the 
Laws  of  Health,  and  to  the  means  for  the  prevention  of  disease. 

NOTE. — It  is  not  the  province  of  this  Association  to  deal  AAuth  the 
administration  of  relief  or  to  assist  individual  cases. 

MEMBERS.  The  membership  shall  be  open  to  all  aaLo  are  in  sympathy 
with  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  Association,  either  as  private 
persons,  or  as  representatives  of  Societies,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 
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in  certain  matters  last  to  consider  the  programme  of  work 


report,  shewing  the  position  of  Leeds  in  certain  matters  relating 
to  health  and  welfare.  This  report,  which  was  felt  to  be  a 
necessary  preliminary  before  any  constructive  work  could  be 
attempted,  has  been  issued  in  pamphlet  form  at  2d.  each  (and 
at  a greatly  reduced  rate  for  numbers)  and  may  be  obtained 
from  the  office,  7,  Cookridge  Street.  Presentation  copies  have 
been  sent  to  the  representatives  of  all  the  societies  in  Leeds 
who  were  invited  to  affiliate  to  the  Association,  and  to  the 
134  corresponding  societies  of  the  National  League  for  Physical 
Education  and  Improvement,  in  the  hope  of  encouraging  other 
towns  to  make  a similar  survey. 

Mr.  Byles’s  report  has  shewn  that  there  is  still  much  to  be 
done  to  bring  Leeds  up  to  the  position  it  should  occupy  in 
these  matters,  and  that  there  is  wide  scope  for  such  an  Asso- 
ciation as  this.  It  is  obviously  impossible  to  deal  at  once  with 
all  the  points  raised,  but  it  is  intended  to  deal  with  each 
through  a special  Sub-Committee  appointed  as  opportunity 


Report  on  the 
position  of  Leeds 


As  a result  of  the  First  General 
Meeting  of  the  year,  held  in  December 


of  Health  and 
Welfare. 


to  be  undertaken  by  the  Association, 
Mr.  Holden  Byles,  one  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents  of  the  Association,  drew  up  a 


occurs. 


Work  of  Five  Sub-Committees  have  been 

Sub-Committees.  already  appointed  to  deal  respectively 

with  : 

{a)  The  Regulations  for  Street  Trading; 

(b)  The  need  for  the  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act,  requiring  notice  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  birth  of  infants  within  36  hours  of  birth  ; 

{c)  Opportunities  for  training  Health  Visitors  and  Social 
Workers  ; 

(d)  The  provision  of  Lectures,  and 

(e)  The  supply  of  Literature  in  matters  of  health  and  welfare. 

(a)  Street  Trading. 

'Fhe  President  has,  on  behalf  of  the  Association,  made 
enquiries  with  reference  to  the  enforcement  in  Leeds 
of  the  Regulations  for  Street  Trading,  but  on  his 
being  informed  that  the  matter  was  receiving  the 
careful  attention  of  the  Committees  of  the  City 
Council  concerned  with  the  matter,  the  Executive 
decided  that  no  action  on  the  part  of  the  Association 
was  necessary  at  present. 

(b)  Notification  of  Births  Act. 

This  Sub-Committee  has  drawn  up  a short  statement  based 
principally  on  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  City,  and  explaining  the  chief  points  in- 
volved. It  is  intended  to  issue  this,  and  the  Executive 
are  prepared  to  start  an  active  campaign  in  favour  of  the 
adoption  of  this  Act.  The  co-operation  of  all  members 
of  the  Association  is  necessary  if  success  is  to  be 
achieved,  both  to  give  the  City  Council  assurance  of 
support  for  the  necessary  slight  increase  of  expenditure 
(not  more  than  one-twelfth  of  a penny  rate)  and  also 
to  arouse  enough  interest  in  the  scheme  to  secure 
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offers  of  efficient  voluntary  help.  This  last  point  is 
very  important,  as  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  the  adoption  of  the  Act  depends  on  its 
being  satisfied  that  there  is  adequate  provision  for 
following  up  the  notification  by  efficient  visiting  of 
the  homes,  either  by  the  Sanitary  Staff,  or  by  efficient 
volunteers. 

(c)  Opportunities  for  Training. 

This  Sub-Committee,  consisting  of  the  Professor  of 
Economics  at  the  University,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  representatives  of  the  Charity  Organiz- 
ation Society,  Babies’  Welcome  Committee,  and  the 
Lady  Almoner,  was  asked  to  draw  up  a scheme  of 
training  for  health  visitors  and  other  social  workers.  A 
scheme  has  been  drafted  for  a year’s  course,  providing 
for  thorough  training  in  practical  work  at  the  Sanitary 
Department,  and  the  Babies’  Welcome,  and,  at 
the  offices  of  the  C.O.S.,  the  Lady  Almoner,  and 
the  Ladies’  Council,  while  the  University  has  been 
asked  to  undertake  the  theoretical  part  of  the 
training,  and  to  grant  the  Diploma.  The  matter 
is  awaiting  further  consideration  of  the  Senate 
but  it  is  hoped  that  during  the  coming  Session,  a 
University  Course  of  Social  Science  will  be  instituted 
at  Leeds,  on  lines  similar  to  those  already  working  at 
the  Universities  of  Liverpool  and  Birmingham,  the 
value  of  which  was  shown  by  Professor  Gonner,  of  the 
Liverpool  University,  who  addressed  a meeting  in 
July,  organized  by  the  Ladies’ Council  at  Burley,  notice 
of  which  was  sent  to  all  members  of  the  Association. 

(cl)  Lectures  Sub-Committee. 

The  work  of  this  Sub-Committee  has  been  to  obtain  inform- 
ation as  to  existing  provision  for  Lectures  on  Social 
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Subjects  during  the  Winter  Session.  This  was  done 
in  co-operation  with  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Workers’  Educational  Association,  and  published  in 
their  handbook,  towards  the  cost  of  which  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Association  made  a grant.  It  has  made 
no  attempt  to  organize  a regular  series  of  Lectures,  but 
it  has  secured  the  services  of  a certain  number  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  for  single  lectures,  and  informal 
talks  on  health  and  welfare  subjects  at  evening  meetings 
of  affiliated  societies.  The  following  have  kindly 
offered  their  services  : — 

For  health  and  home  management  : Misses  Beckett, 

Sedman,  Curtis,  Teale,  Drs.  Braithwaite  and  Capper 
Johnson. 

For  thrift:  Charity  Organization  Society. 

For  talks  for  boys  : Revs.  W.  H.  Clements,  E.  H.  Dykes 

and  J.  R.  Wynne-Edwards. 

During  the  session  about  fourteen  addresses  on  Health  and 
Home  Hygiene  were  given  at  meetings  of  Women’s 
Guilds  and  Girls’  Clubs.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
Lectures  Sub-Committee  acted  in  co-operation  with 
the  Charity  Organization  Society  in  arranging  for,  and 
bearing  half  the  expenses  of  a Public  Meeting  in 
connection  with  the  Children  Act,  and  addressed  by 
Mr.  Motion,  of  Glasgow. 

( e ) Literature  Sub-Committee. 

The  Literature  Sub-Committee  has  been  mainly  occupied 
with  examining  literature  on  health  and  welfare 
already  published.  It  hopes,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Library  of  the  British  Institute  of  Social  Service,  to 
issue  short  lists  with  brief  annotations  of  inexpensive 
and  simple  books,  such  as  would  be  useful  for  study 
circles.  It  will  only  publish  independent  leaflets  as 


occasion  arises.  Mr.  Perceval  Leigh  ancLDr.  Forsyth, 
in  consultation  with  the  School  Medical  Inspector,  and 
the  Secretary  for  Education,  have  prepared  a large 
poster  and  small  leaflet  on  the  Care  of  the  Teeth,  and 
Messrs.  E.  J.  Arnold  & Co.  are  preparing  to  publish 
these.  It  is  also  hoped  to  secure  the  publication  of  a 
leaflet  of  warning  against  the  use  of  Patent  Medicines, 
based  on  a handbook  issued  by  the  British  Medical 
Association. 

An  urgent  plea  is  made  for  volunteers  to  act  as  Hon.  Sec- 
retaries of  the  Sub-Committees;  without  this,  no  Sub-Committee 
can  make  the  progress  that  it  should. 

Other  pressing  matters  waiting  to  be  dealt  with  are  the 
question  of  School  Care  Committees  and  the  more  adequate 
provision  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  for  Women,  but  the 
progress  to  be  made  in  these  matters  depends  on  the  number  of 
volunteers  ready  to  come  forward  with  offers  of  work,  and  the 
amount  of  co-operation  given  by  other  societies. 


Membership.  A modification  of  the  basis  of  membership 

has  been  made  since  the  Association  was 
started.  Originally  a subscription  of  ios.  6d.  was  asked  from 
societies  who  were  invited  to  affiliate,  but  it  was  found  on 
inquiry  that  some  of  the  societies  were  unable  to  use  their  funds 
for  such  a purpose,  and  as  it  was  felt  that  the  full  usefulness  of 
the  Association  depended  on  the  co-operation  of  many  of  these 
societies,  it  was  decided  that  the  payment  of  the  ios.  6d. 
subscription  should  no  longer  be  a condition  of  membership. 
Subscriptions  to  cover  ordinary  working  expenses  are  needed, 
and  all  societies  who  can  do  so,  are  asked  to  pay  some  con- 
tribution. These  expenses  have  been  kept  as  low  as  possible 
and  are  chiefly  for  office  expenses  and  the  cost  of  special 
printing. 


6 


The  following  societies  have  already  affiliated  : 

Leeds  Association  of  Girls’  Clubs. 

Leeds  and  District  Adult  School  Union. 

Education  Committee  of  the  Leeds 
Industrial  Co-operative  Society. 

British  Women’s  Temperance  Association. 

Leeds  Branch  of  the  Froebel  Society. 

Leeds  Charity  Organization  Society. 

The  Leeds  Babies’  Welcome  is  not  formally  affiliated 
because,  as  another  of  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Ladies’ 
Council,  it  is  already  closely  connected  with  the  work  of  this 
Association. 


Leeds  District  Nurses  Association. 
Catholic  Ladies’  League. 

Workers’  Educational  Association. 
Children’s  Holiday  Fund. 

National  Union  of  Teachers. 
National  Union  of  Women  Workers. 


Co-operation 
with  Outside 
Bodies. 


The  Association  desire  to  extend  their 
co-operation  to  societies  outside  Leeds, 
where  this  appears  to  be  advisable  ; and  the 
Executive  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
National  Conference  for  the  Prevention  of  Destitution  held  in 
May,  in  London,  Professor  MacGregor  being  appointed  delegate. 

It  will  also  be  kept  in  close  touch  with  the  work  of  the 
British  Institute  of  Social  Service,  and  with  the  National  League 
for  Physical  Education  and  Improvement.  The  Ladies’  Council 
act  as  the  local  correspondent  of  the  League  for  this  district, 
and  they  will  hand  over  to  the  Association  any  matters 
belonging  to  its  sphere  of  work. 

Committee.  The  Association  has  to  record  with  regret 

the  death  of  Sir  Nathan  Bodington,  one  of  our 
Vice-Presidents,  from  whose  co-operation  as  Vice-Chancellor  of 
the  Leeds  University,  the  Association  was  hoping  to  receive 
valuable  support. 

Mrs.  Blair,  the  first  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Association,  has 
had  to  resign  her  office  owing  to  pressure  of  other  work. 
Mrs.  Blair  had  a large  share  of  the  preliminary  work  of  getting 
into  touch  with  the  existing  societies,  and  it  was  largely  owing 
to  her  energy  that  the  Association  was  ever  launched.  She 
retains  her  interest  in  the  Association  as  a member  of  the 


Executive.  Miss  F.  L.  Barber  has  undertaken  to  act  as 
Hon.  Secretary. 


■ 


. 
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